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Warren Buffett’s PacifiCorp issues first public statement in response Toronto Intl. Film Festival documentary UPSTREAM BATTLE on dam removal controversy

Toronto-As Ben Kempas’s timely and provocative feature documentary regarding the dam removal controversy on the Klamath River is slated to have its North American Premiere at the Toronto Intl. Film Festival, the energy corporation controlled by the richest man in the world has spoken out in response to the film,UPSTREAM BATTLE.

Warren Buffett’s PacifiCorp issued a statement today in regards to the film's subject matter and provided an update on the current state of affairs of the settlement negotiations that may trigger the largest dam removal in world history.

Talks between PacifiCorp and members of the Hoopa, Karuk, Yurok, and Klamath tribes, in addition to the many stakeholders and government agencies in the Klamath basin, have been ongoing for nearly 3 years without a significant breakthrough.

In a surprise statement today, PacifiCorp announced that they are “closer than they have ever been to a positive resolution for the Klamath”.  

In addition, PacifiCorp “congratulates Mr. Kempas on the recognition of his work.  We wish him well in the same spirit we’re confident he wishes us only the best in achieving a balanced and beneficial resolution for the myriad of interests in Klamath River region.”

A complete version of the statement is available on line in the media section at www.upstreambattle.com.

About the film

Native Americans fight for their fish – against an energy corporation

"Since the beginning of time," they've been living along the Klamath River, in the far north of what's today called California. The Karuk, Yurok and Hoopa are among the few tribes in the United States who have managed to keep their traditions alive. Their culture is centered around a majestic fish: the Pacific salmon. 

A hundred years ago, up to a million salmon would swim upstream to their spawning grounds each year. Today, only a few thousand return to the river. Four large hydroelectric dams cut off their path and turn the water into a toxic soup. In 2002, in one of the worst fish kills ever recorded in the U.S., almost 70,000 adult salmon died in front of the eyes of the Native Americans. 

"If they're sick, we're sick," says Merv George, paddling in his dugout redwood canoe. Once again, the tribes' existence is in jeopardy. Their position is clear: for the fish to survive, the dams have to go. While the rest of the world considers the construction of ever larger hydroelectric plants, this could become the story of the biggest dam removal project in history.

Managers at PacifiCorp, the dams' operators, praise hydropower as a low-cost, climate-friendly source of energy, a valuable resource they say they couldn't afford to lose. "We're just borrowing water and returning it to a river," Toby Freeman claims. But now they are in trouble, too - the long-term license for the hydro project needs to be renewed. Conditions of such a license will be very expensive for the company - maybe too expensive.

For tribal members like Merv, this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Their quest to confront the owners of the dams leads them to a global energy giant in far-away Scotland. The anonymous corporation finally shows a human face, but soon after, it is sold again. PacifiCorp and the Klamath River dams are now part of the empire of Warren Buffett. Will tribal members manage to persuade the richest man in the world to save their salmon and their culture?

The filmmaker tells this complex story in a very character-driven way. For almost two years, Ben Kempas has been closely following key tribal members, utility managers, irrigators and commercial fishermen in their battle for a river. "I've found it fascinating how determined they all are to find a solution to a seemingly hopeless conflict," the filmmaker says. "We've been witnessing how stereotypes don't stand the test of time. Indigenous people turn out to be smart strategists. Managers in the energy corporation suddenly fear for their own existence. And we've seen some astonishing alliances between old enemies."

THE FILMMAKER:  Ben Kempas is a cinematographer and documentary filmmaker. He lives in Munich where he studied at the University for Film and Television. His previous films focused on the Scottish independence movement, on tabloid television in Germany, on courageous anti-nuclear campaigners, and on a intra-German ﾁgborder violatorﾁh. Ben writes for DOX magazine and is a co-host of The D-Word, a worldwide community of documentary professionals. 

PRODUCERS: The film was produced by Joachim Schroeder at Preview Production in Munich together with ARTE and Bayerischer Rundfunk (Bavarian television). The project was financially supported by FilmFernsehFonds Bayern (Bavarian film fund).

Director Ben Kempas and Producer Joachim Schroeder will be in attendance for all public screenings.  Ron Reed, a Karuk Tribal Member and Cultural Biologist for the
tribe and Mike Polmateer, Ron's brother, working for the tribe's fisheries department, will be in attendance September 8-10th.

“Deeply moving”

AFK TV, Munich

“ [Kempas] succeeds in providing a sophisticated and dedicated portrayal of opposed ways of life: indigenous people struggling to maintain their identity, and profit-oriented businesses”

Abendzeitung, Munich

"Michael Moore dreams of getting this kind of access. It's a testament
to Ben's own belief in this struggle and a reward to those of us lucky
enough to see the incredible film."
John Mounier, director of BEYOND EYRUV

“With incisive, occasionally poetic camera work, director Kempas conveys the importance of land and lifestyle to these Native Americans.”

“An inside, human look at the managers of the power company makes the film a richer experience.”

Paul Ennis, Now Magazine, Toronto

“Clarion cinematography and a refreshingly even tone elevate this documentary.”

Adam Nayman, Eye Weekly, Toronto

“It has a strong and relevant, universal story that is straight forwardly well told.”

Tue Steen Muller, Filmkommentaren, Denmark

“One of  the Toronto Film Festival’s Must See Films”

Los Angeles Times

Official Screening Times

Monday, September 8th – 2:00 p.m. – AMC 1 (Press and Industry)

Monday, September 8th – 8:15 p.m. – AMC 9 (Public)

Wednesday, September 10th – 6:00 p.m. – AMC 9 (Public)

Friday, September 12th – 11:45 a.m. – Varsity 7 (Public)

*Screeners and high-resolution art for this film are also available.  

Director Ben Kempas and Producer Joachim Schroeder are available for interviews by phone or email and in person in Toronto from September 4-13th.  Karuk Tribal members Ron Reed and Mike Polmateer available for in person interviews September 8-10th. 
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